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During the week of November 25-28, 2019, the many stakeholders involved in Open Science in Europe

convened at Danubius Hotel Helia in beautiful Budapest to participate in EOSC Symposium. Co-

organised by EOSC Secretariat together with EOSC-hub, OpenAIRE, GÉANT, and PRACE in collaboration
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with the EOSC Governance Board, Executive Board and its Working Groups, the symposium promised

three intense and stimulating days for all stakeholders to actively contribute to discussions around the

variety of topics and issues surrounding the inception of EOSC.

 

With joint sessions on Skills Development, Training Infrastructure for EOSC, Key Exploitable results and

OS Policies  organized and/or co-chaired  by our institutions' representatives, the cooperation of

OpenAIRE and EOSC-hub became imminently visible and highlighted the integral part that the two

projects are playing in the evolving ecosystem of the European Open Science Cloud.  

The �rst day of the symposium was framed by an opening plenary that o�ered a selection of

perspectives on the big questions that govern EOSC, ranging from national developments with and

towards EOSC delivered by Dr. István Szabó and Ivan Maric, to a highly informative historical

contextualization of EOSC in the tradition of the W3C by Jean-François Abramatic.
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 All in all, this plenary set the scene for the next two and a half days: six breakout sessions dealt with a

wide spectrum of issues and involved the EOSC Working Groups on Architecture, FAIR, Landscape, Rules

of Participation (RoP), and Sustainability.

As part of these breakout sessions, the EOSC Architecture WG invited participants to join a Town

Hall meeting, in which Jean-François Abramatic brie�y introduced the Working Group's status quo, and

then opened up discussion to ask for input from the audience. Key points included recommendations

on: 

service interoperability, 

the creation and maintenance of a glossary and/or catalogue of existing o�ers

the need to combine bottom-up with top-down approaches, which –  as was suggested –  could also

be used as a vehicle to share the vision of EOSC more broadly.

The combination of top-down and bottom-up approaches then also was the underlying theme of the

�rst day's closing plenary, which opened a space for a variety of existing use cases from di�erent

disciplines for EOSC to be presented. And to mark the end of a highly informative �rst day at the
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EOSCsymposium, during the evening, participants had the opportunity to see Budapest via a beautiful

and scenic boat ride along the river Danube, during which the social dinner took part in the evening.

Here's a few impressions:  

Photo courtesy of @celavrom via Twitter

(https://www.openaire.eu/images/easyblog_articles/1125/DSC_0065.jpg)

Day Two began with a plenary on EOSC's rules of participation (RoP) that was chaired by Juan

Bicarregui (EOSC Rules of Participation WG). Highlighting the importance of RoP as a cornerstone to

establish transparency within EOSC with regards to rights, obligations and accountability of all

stakeholders involved, Michel Schouppe, the European Commission's Directorate General Research &

Innovation introduced the underlying framework upon which the EOSC rules of participation are

currently being developed. Wolfram Horstmann (EOSC Rules of Participation WG Co-Chair) then

introduced the current state of the Working Group's RoP scoping document, which is currently open for

comments (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TtwzIlJJPQDyc-_uGDQ-

WYV0MZfu5nUOqCOwzDUfokw/edit) by stakeholders and other interested parties. 
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Up next were a selection

of breakouts on policies,

training, and AAI. The

two-part breakout session

on Skills, Competencies,

and Training

Infrastructure was

chaired by Natalia Manola

(OpenAIRE, EOSC Skills &

Training WG), and brought

together representatives

from a variety of

European projects

involved in Open Science

Training. The �rst part

focused on skills and competencies deemed necessary to both navigate and work with EOSC, and to

"do" Open Science, and how these could be combined with existing approaches to training for Open

Science. Presentations from Lennart Stoy (EUA), Angus Whyte (DCC), and Gergely Sipos (EOSC-Hub)

covered aspects and elements that are already in development with regards to the EOSC platform,

while Vasso Kalaitzi (LIBER), Elli Papadopolou (Athena RC), and Najla Rettberg (OpenAIRE) presented on

established community/stakeholder approaches.

(https://www.openaire.eu/images/easyblog_articles/11

25/tweet-openaire-terms4FAIRskills-OpenAIRE-status-

1199691428693250048.png)

 

 

 

With the second part, the focus then changed to

infrastructure, which in this context is understood to

include not only technology, but also human networks

of trainers and interested stakeholders, which are

understood as key to realize the shift towards Open

Science practices in Europe. Presentations from

Mateusz Kuzak (eScience Center, NL), Susanna Assunta-

Sansone (Oxford University, UK), Pedro Príncipe (FOSTER/OpenAIRE) and Brian Mathews (STFC/

FAIRsFAIR) highlighted examples of what a future EOSC training catalogue might comprise with respect

to platforms, standards, and training o�ers. From these inputs then developed a lively discussion

around the many aspects of training and skills development, including the participants' expectations

from the EOSC Working Group on Training & Skills. 
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Chaired by

Emma Lazzeri

(ISTI-CNR,

OpenAIRE),

the breakout

session on

Open Science Policies examined the uptake of EOSC in di�erent countries and contexts to ensure

successful harmonisation, o�ering a forum of exchange and support for those currently in the process

of establishing policies of their own. Niklas Blomberg (Elixir), Bregt Saenen (EUA), Elena Giglia

(University of Turin, OpenAIRE, OPERAS), Elli Papadopoulou (ATHENA RIC, OpenAIRE), and Prodromos

Tsiavos (ATHENA RIC, OpenAIRE) presented institutional, national and regional perspectives on the

topic, and in the subsequent Town Hall debate, participants discussed the complexities that the

development of, and a commitment to, a given policy might entail. It was pointed out that

smaller institutions might not have the capacity necessary to implement a full-�edged Open Science

policy, 

some consider it too early to commit to policies in view of EOSC because EOSC itself has yet to be

de�ned in a clear and concise way. 

On the other hand, participants agreed that the major players in EU governments, funding agencies and

HE institutions need to be on board in order to make EOSC a success. To facilitate this, the discussion

showed that the federated approach that EOSC is proposing would need to be open to include locally-

developed solutions. Further to that, participants highlighted a need to provide more training and

support in all things Open Science so as to bring EOSC to the researcher.

This day's closing plenary then picked up on this thread, focusing on regional initiatives that work

towards making the federated approach of EOSC become a reality: Chaired by Jan Hrusak (EOSC

Landscape WG), the plenary o�ered insights into the EOSC regional projects EOSC-Nordic, EOSC-Pillar,

EOSC-Synergy, ExPaNDS and NI4OS, and culminated in a panel discussion on di�erent parts and

elements that could be federated into EOSC, and the challenges that member states are facing in doing

so.

Day Three o�ered even more perspectives, with two breakouts focusing on a selection of use cases

from the environmental and life sciences from EOSC-Life, EOSC-hub, Blue-Cloud and ELIXIR, and social

and cultural data from the Social Sciences and Humanities Open Cloud (SSHOC), respectively.

Two closing plenaries then helped to round o� the overall experience of EOSC Symposium: focusing

on users and roadmaps for the future, these plenaries helped to again highlight the main theme of the

conference after two and a half days of informative and extensive exchange. One participant's

N

D

-

A

I

-

L

C

 



 (mailto:info@eoscportal.eu?Subject=EOSC Portal)

 (https://twitter.com/eoscportal)

 (https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

index=1&list=UUHsaUFy5LJ3rJ28qDg2StGA&playnext=1)

https://www.openaire.eu/images/easyblog_articles/1125/expectations-eosc-wg-training-skills.JPG
https://www.eosc-portal.eu/events/rda-15th-plenary-meeting-data-real-world-impact
https://www.eosc-portal.eu/events/workshop-training-eosc
mailto:info@eoscportal.eu?Subject=EOSC%20Portal
https://twitter.com/eoscportal
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?index=1&list=UUHsaUFy5LJ3rJ28qDg2StGA&playnext=1


13/03/2020 OpenAIRE and EOSC-hub @ EOSC Symposium 2019 | EOSC Portal

https://www.eosc-portal.eu/news/openaire-and-eosc-hub-eosc-symposium-2019 6/12

comment neatly summarized the underlying idea behind EOSC: "EOSC is not a one-stop-shop for cars",

but should rather be understood as an ecosystem similar to the actual Single Market in which a variety

of stakeholders want to move without barriers.

Ultimately, this means that all of us participating in EOSC would need to help facilitate the

accommodation of a diverse landscape of di�erent use cases and help make the idea of barrier-less, and

openly-available, public Commons become a reality – a welcome outlook on the road ahead that has

become visible during these three days at the EOSC symposium.

Want to know more about a certain breakout session or one particular presentation? Find all of the

slides & further information here on the conference website (https://www.eoscsecretariat.eu/eosc-

symposium-programme)!

More information on the collaboration between EOSC-hub and OpenAIRE can be found here

(https://www.openaire.eu/eosc-hub-and-openaire-advance-get-together-to-support-open-science-

and-the-european-open-science-cloud-initiative) and here (https://www.eosc-

hub.eu/collaborations/openaire-advance).
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(/news/argo-service-monitoring-service-has-pilot%C2%A0integration-eosc-portal)

The ARGO Service Monitoring Service has a pilot integration with the EOSC
Portal (/news/argo-service-monitoring-service-has-pilot%C2%A0integration-
eosc-portal)

We are happy to announce that the ARGO Service Monitoring Service has now a pilot integration

with the EOSC Portal.

ARGO is a service developed by GRNET, SRCE and CNRS that measures the...
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(/news/towards-second-phase-eosc-next-steps-eosc-governance-2020)

Towards the second phase of EOSC: next steps for the EOSC Governance in
2020 (/news/towards-second-phase-eosc-next-steps-eosc-governance-2020)

By: Cathrin Stöver, EOSC Executive Board Co-chair

Sometimes one is so snowed under with work, with tasks piling up and documents needing to be

written, that the willingness...
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(/events/rda-15th-plenary-meeting-data-real-world-impact)

RDA 15th Plenary Meeting - Data for Real-World Impact (/events/rda-15th-
plenary-meeting-data-real-world-impact)
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(/events/eurohpc-summit-week-pracedays20)

EuroHPC Summit Week | PRACEdays20 (/events/eurohpc-summit-week-
pracedays20)

23-27 March 2020 | Porto, Portugal
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The EOSC portal has been jointly developed and maintained by the eInfraCentral, EOSC-hub, EOSCpilot and

OpenAIRE-Advance projects funded by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation

programme with contribution of the European Commission.
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